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Top Tips for Early Sentence Users


Follow Your Child’s Lead
· Enjoy fun activities together including your child's interests. Whatever your child enjoys doing can be used as an opportunity to build language and communication. Join in the play your child's way. Comment on what your child is doing.

Model Short Sentences
· Interpret what your child wants to communicate by her actions and words and put this into very short sentences that are easy for your child to copy.

Expand Sentences
· If your child is frequently using sentences, expand your child’s language by repeating back what they say and adding a word or idea to make a slightly longer sentence, for example if your child says ‘the bus is coming’, you could repeat back ‘the big bus is coming’ or if your child says ‘the playdough is squishy’, you could repeat back ‘the playdough is squishy and stretchy’.

Build Vocabulary
· Build your child’s vocabulary modelling lots of object names for things they use every day and are interested in. Don’t forget fun action words – action words are important for building sentences (for example play, catch, dance, fall, eat, drink).

Share Stories
· Look at books together and talk about the pictures, following your child's lead. Let your child choose the book and give her time to show you things in the pictures.

Share Songs and Rhymes
· Share songs and rhymes with your child – repetitive songs are a great way to help children learn language. Songs with actions or signs help children link meaning to the words. Teaching your child about rhyme increases her awareness of how words are made up of sounds.

Support Understanding
· Children may need time to think before responding to questions and instructions. Give your child time without answering for them. Support understanding by breaking longer instructions down. Support spoken instructions with visual information such as pointing and gestures. 

Support Speech Sounds
· If your child mixes up or misses out some sounds in words, simply repeat back the correct version of the word for your child to hear. Modelling speech and language while following your child’s lead, works better than putting pressure on your child to correct what they are saying or say sounds they might not be ready for yet.

· For more ideas of fun activities to try to build speech, language and communication see BBC Tiny Happy People website:
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