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Chatting together

· Support your child’s learning of new words and ideas at home by finding out what topics or songs they are learning at nursery. Chat with your child about their day asking open questions, for example ‘what did you enjoy best today?’ Follow your child’s lead in conversations and chat about what they are interested in. Talk about your child’s feelings and that it’s ok to ask for help.

· Children may need time to think before responding to questions and instructions. Give your child time without answering for them or finishing their sentences.

· Support understanding by breaking longer instructions down, wait for your child to follow one part before giving the next. Support spoken instructions with visual information such as pointing and gestures. 


Build Listening, Attention and Turn Taking

· Play listening games with your child at home or when out and about. Why not try:      - hiding a noisy toy around the room for your child to find
- telling your child to run to or get you objects around the house
- looking at pictures in a book together and asking your child to find what you name
- giving your child different actions to do e.g. run, hop, lie down, dance, make sure they get a turn to tell you what to do as well!

· Expand your child’s language by repeating back what they say and adding a word or idea to make a slightly longer sentence, for example if your child says ‘the bus is coming’, you could repeat back ‘the big, purple bus is coming’ or if your child says ‘the playdough is squishy’, you could repeat back ‘the playdough is squishy and stretchy’.


· If your child mixes up or misses out some sounds in words, repeat back the correct version of the word for your child to hear. Modelling speech and language, following your child’s lead, works better than putting pressure on your child to correct what they are saying or say sounds they might not be ready for yet.
· For more ideas of fun activities to try to build speech, language and communication see BBC Tiny Happy People website:
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Early Literacy Skills to get Ready for Reading and Writing

· Having fun with words and rhymes builds phonological awareness, helping children learn skills they need for reading and writing. Why not try:

- ‘Bees Knees’ rhyming activity. Make a post box with your child (cardboard box with a slot), Draw or print rhyming pictures e.g. bee knee sea tea key tree. Say the word for you child to post the matching picture and talk about the sounds.

- ‘Tower sentences’ word boundary activity. Use any building blocks/lego. Make up sentences with your child (e.g. ‘I love you’, ‘playing together is fun’ or silly sentences about whatever they like). Build a tower or make a line of blocks with one block for each word. Talk about how many words and say the sentence pointing at each block.

- Syllable Clapping activity. Say your child’s full name slowly and clap for every syllable, do this for family and friends names too and talk about how many syllables are in each name. This teaches children about the sounds that make up words.
- Nursery Rhymes. Say rhymes and songs together with your child. Pause to let your child fill in the words and talk about which words rhyme.

- Rhyming Bag activity. Put some household objects in a bag (e.g. spoon, sock, key, pen, hat). Take turns to feel an item in the bag, guess what it is and take it out. Say the object name then think of a word that rhymes with it. Making up your own silly rhyming words also works if you can’t think of a real word!

- Sound Hunt activity. Look around the house, outside or in a shop for things that start with the same sound. You could collect objects that start with the same sound or take a photo of them so you can talk about the sound again later. You could start off with the same sound as your child’s name then move onto other family members name sounds. Try looking out for this sound when looking at books too.


Loving Language Advice Service

· If you have any concerns about your child’s speech, language and communication or you can access the Loving Language advice service by speaking to your child’s nursery Keyworker or directly contacting our Speech and Language Therapist, Kirsty Dawson, by phoning the nursery, through the Famly app or at Family sessions.
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